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A True and Impartial 
NARRATIVE 
O F THE 
SUFFERINGS 


OF 


Mr. OLIVER THORNE, 


OF 


I her ſted- Hall, near Ipſwich, 


Who married the Daughter of Fames Thomp- 
ſon, Eſq; of Trompington, in Cambridgeſbire, 
ſhe wing how he was arreſted by a baſ2 con- 
trivance at Windſor, and carried to Reading 
Goal, during his confinement there his wite 
and only furviving child who at the time of 
his being arreſted enjoy'd perfect health 
were both deſtroy'd in London, by which 
deſtruction Mr. Thorne loſt an eſtate of 1500, 
per an. and 10, ooo J. in cath, 
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Mr. OLIVER THORNE. 


S many aſperſions have been im- 
pos'd on the world, to the great 
prejudice of Mr. Zhorne's cha- 
racter, with ang intent to de- 
prive him of the good opinion 

— of the humane and well dif- 
poſed, and to prevent his having that redreſs 
which the moſt oppreſſive of Caſes juſtly me- 

rits, he hopes the public will nor take it ill, 
that in order to obviate theſe calumnies, he 

preſents them with a detail of his ſufferings. 

Before we proceed to the particulars of 
Mr. Thorne's ſufferings, it is neceſſary to give 
ſome account of Mrs. Thorne's family, and 
thew the arttul deſigns of Dr. An/fey and 
his wite to ruin her, long before Mr. Thorne 
became acquainted with her, 

Mrs. Thorne was the daughter of Fames 
Thompſon, Eſq; of Trompington, Cambridgeſhire, 
and relict ot William Peley, Eſq; ot Great 
Thirloo Hall, Suffelk: Mr. Thompjon being a 
widower, and dying when Mrs. Tho-ne was 
very young, letr the care of her, and his 
other 
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other children to his Mother, Dr. A»/tey, 
and another, this real eſtate, worth about 
fifteen hundred pounds a year devolved to 
his eldeit Sor Porter Thompſon, and his perſo— 
nal fortune he bequeath'd ro his younger 
children, in aa equal manner when ot age, 
the Dr. and the other declined acting to that 
the care of theſe children who were ail young, 
the eldeſt Porter Thempſon not being above 
nine or ten years old was undertaken | by che 
randmother whole great period of lite ren— 
der'd her incap. ble of trantacting any | nene 
which was therelore manag'd by Dr. Aue; 
that tho' he would not be ſzen to m eddle 
with this young family aſtairs, yet he and 
his artful wife, were choir only guardians. 
Upon the deathot Mr. 7948/02, Mrs. Thorne 
was {cat to a boarding ſchool at &. Edmunds 
Bury, Suffolk, and Was alter wards removed 
to her grandmorher's at Cambriage. Her el- 
deſt brother being a Fele. Commoner of Trini- 
ty-Co, le Te in that Uni: ver 2352900 tracted a triend- 
thip with Mr. Milicent, who was a ſtudent in 
the ſame college aud had an eſtate of four or 
five hundred pounds 4 year in Caml ridgoſti e, 
this gentlemin by being ſre quentiy With Mr. 
Thompſon at his g orandmother's, and converting 
often with Miſs Thompiou, became her ſairor, 
which was carried on tor ſome time without 
the knowledge of her 1n{pectors, bur being 
diſcover'd a great conſultation Oi her ſect er 
enemies was held upon it, and it was thought 
proper to move her from her grandmorher's 
to Dr. Anftey's to iorbid her converting with 
Mr. AMilicent, either by letter or ocherwiſe, 


and great pains was taken to inlenſe her bra⸗ 
ther 


. 


ther againſt him, which was effected, but 
their alfections were ſo immoveable that a 
moit loving paper intercourſe ſubſiſted be- 
tween them as appears by many letters of 
Mr. Milicent's which thew'd his intention of 
having her, and ſhe has often declared the 
would have had him, if had liv'd till the was 
at age, and our of the power of her enemies, 
bur it was otherways decreed, tor he dy'd 
long before that time. The reaſon the Dr. 
atiign'd tor breaking of this intended match, 
was the hopes of providing better for her, 
but that was not the real motive for this in- 
terruption, it was felt intereſt prevail'd, as 
appears by his marrying her to Mr. Pole, the 
reverſion of whole eſtate was in Sir Car- 
del Firebrace, and it was well known he was 
in debt wnen he marry d, the Dr, con- 
ſented he. ſhould have a thouſand pound oft 
her fortune to clear himſelf, tho? he could 
ot make any ſettlement. It is true Mr. Poley 
Was very happy in a character, but he was 
between forty and fifty years of age, and the 
not eighteen, when they marry'd, and Mr. 
Fele) having mace very iree with his conſti— 
tution, there Was no cauſe to fear their hav- 
ing children to bar Pr. Anſtey from Tromging- 
ton, as there would have been if the had 

marry d Mr. Milicent. | 
Mr. Pcley dyed in leſs than half a year after 
he marry'd, aud tho' he had a thouſand pounds 
of her fortune, a bond und judgment lor two 
hundred and twenty pounds was brought in- 
the houſe as ſoon as he was dead; in this 
unnappy condition was this poor fricndlefs 
lady leir, aud thus ended this moſt extraor- 
B 2 dinary 
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dinary match, as Dr. Anſtey called it, and ſo 


it was according to his ſcheme; I am ſur- 
priz d the Dr. would ſuffer Mr. Poley's effects 


wto be taken for ſuch a trifle as two hundred 


and twenty pounds, which muſt be worth 
very near the money Mr Poley had received, 
however they would not let Mrs. Poley have 
money to pay of the judgment, and admini- 
ſter, ſo that the effects were loſt, and the had 
a great difficulty to fave her own cloaths 
and jewels, ſhe might as well have ſuffer'd 
her jewels to be taken, tho' they were left 
herby her tather's will, and was her mother's, 
good Mrs. Auſtey and her husband (I ſuppoſe 
thinking they were toß good tor her) fold 
them, and pretended Mr. Thompſon bought 
them, and gave them to Miſs Auſtey, who 
otten makes a brilliant appearance with them. 
The Dr. had now in a great meaſure com- 
leated the work he had been ſo long ſchem- 
ing, as the whole of Mr. Thompſon's tortune 
was ſettled on his daughter, in cafe her bro- 
thers died, who were both very weakly, the 
the only bir to the Doctor's enjoining fo plen- 
titul a fortune was the probability of Mrs. 
Thorne's having iſſue, Which he prevented as 
much as poliible, by diſappointing Mr. Miliceut 
and diſpoſing ot her as beforemention'd, but 
as this tye was ſoon diſſolved, leaſt the ſhould 
marry again the Dr. and his arctul wite had 
it induſtriouſly reported that Mr. Pcley had 
received the whole of her fortune, and that 
the had now no other dependance than on the 
affections of her brother, and that theſe in- 
linuations might have the diſired ettect, he 
would not entertain her at his houſe as 9 
| ur 
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but ſuſfer'd her to board at &. Edmund s- Bury 
without money, where ſhe marry*d Mr. Thorne 
whoſe tamily we will now give the public a 
brief account of, as many ſlighting things has 
been laid by Dr. Auſtey and his wife; Mr. 
Thorne is deſcended from an antient and good 
family, whoſe anceſtor Oliver Thorne, Eſq; 
liv'd at Srunring in Berkſhire, where he was a 
Juſtice of the peace in Edward the ſixth time, 
and had a very plentiful eſtate; the family 
upon ſome troubles in Queen /4ary's time re- 
moy*d trom Berkfvire into Suffolk, and built a 
ſear ar Heming/ton, about five mile from Ig 
wich, where they all liv'd with honour, and 
had a very good eſtate, his grandtather hav- 
ing five hundred per annum in or near Hem- 
ingflon, of which living his grandfather, 
great grandfather, and great great grand- 
lather were all patrons and rectors, Mr.Thorne's 
tather the reverend Mr. Oliver Thorne, rector 
of Akineham and Pel/tcd, marry'd a near rela- 
tion of Mr. Selby, ſerjeant at law, a gentle- 
man not leſs remarkable tor being of a good 
tamily, than for his great eminence 1n his 
proteſſion; Mr. Thorae liv'd at Wherfted- Hall, 
a feat of Admiral Brard's where the untor- 
tunate gentleman we are mentioning was 
born, whoſe father died betore he was ten 
years old, he was put to ſchool at Woodbridge 
in $ufc/k, and having the perperuity of two 
Iivings, namely Akingham and Heming ſton was 
intended tor the gound, and in obedience 
to his mother's commands went ſtudent to 
Perabroke-Hall, Caulsidge, tho' his inclinati- 
on Was to go into the army. Mr. Thorne's mo- 
ther died when he was about eighteen, he 

| letr 
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left the univerſity with an intention of per- 
fuing his former deſigns of getting into rhe 
army when at age; he boarded with Sir Ro— 


ger Martin, Bart. at Long- Milford, Suffolk, 


where he liv'd in eſteem, and had the honour 
of viſiting all the gentlemen in that part of 
the country. 

Sir Roger Martin and Mr. Thorne being at 
St. Edmunds bury, paid a viſit to Mrs. Poley, 
whole agreable perſon, and polite converſati- 
on, attracted the aflections of Mr. Thorne, 
who till that time had no intention of mar- 
Tying, purpoling as we have ſaid belore to 


go into the army. Mr Thorne diſcover'd his 


thoughts to his friend Sir Roger and herſelf, 
and meeting withno repulſe, he continued 
Eis viſits till he married her, which was ſoon 
after known to the Dr. as ſoon as he heard ir, 
he and his arttul wiie, uſed a!) the means pol- 
fible to incenſe her brother againtt them, they 
faid, they heard ſhe had married an Irijhman, 
a papiſt, one of a moſt intamous character, and 
a beggar; this atteſted by a ciergyman muſk 
conſequently bear great weight, tho' they 
themſelves muſt have been the authors of it. 
Mrs. Thorne's brother being very young, and 
believing this hear ſay of theirs to be true, 
did not enquire Whether the aſperſion Was 
juſt or not, but being at Long Milford, 1e- 
ported, and inſiſted upon it to be fact; Mr. 
Thorne being inform'd that he had taken theſe 
unbecoming liberties with his character, 
went to Cabridge to call him to an account 
for it; the Dr. and his arttul wite carrying 
themſelves ina ſeemingly friendly manner 
to Mr Zeorne, by that means heard ol his 

intent, 
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intent, they would not let Mr. Thompſon be 
ſeen, Mrs. Auſtey and Mr. Thompſon had en- 
quired Mr. Thorne's character ar Ipſwich, and 
found him to be a gentleman of that coun= 
try, therefore could not fay any ſuch thing, 
but inſiſted that Mr. Thorne was impoſed up- 
on, and miſinſorm'd by this arc ſhe prevail'd 
upon him to return back and take no farther 
notice of it; immediately after this the Dr. 
and his wife uſed their utmoſt influence with 
Mr. Thompſoa to ſwear the peace againſt him, 
inſinuating he was a dangerous man and had 
threaten'd his lite, and Mr. Thompſon was ſo 
ſtrongly biggotted to their advice that no- 
thing bur a regard to his character could 
have prevented his acquieſing; this Mr. 
Thomp;0n's brother told Mr. Z Horne, which o- 
therways he would not have known, as he 
had not at that time the leait ſuipicion of the 
Dr. or his wile's perfidy. 

In a ſhort time alter Mr. Thorne's marriage, 
he was arreſted at Bury, for torcy pounds, 
tor Mrs. Zgorne's board and lodging, during 
her widowhood, was not this ſo notorioutiy 
known, and Mrs. Rook's ſtill living at Bary 
to prove it, it could {care be credited, for 
who could believe taut Mrs. Thorue who had 
2000]. in her guardtins hands, who irom 
his function the world would deem an ho- 
neſt one, ſhould be ſo diſtreſs'd for the requi- 
lices of nature, to be obliged to riſque her li- 
berry tor them. Upon Mr. Thorne's eaquiring 
how his wite's affairs were ſituated tne Dr. 
would allow no more than 12004. to be in the 
hands of her guardian, elledging ſhe had 
ſpear (beides the thouſand pounds Mr. Poley 

had) 
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had) eight hundred pounds excluſive of the 
intereſt of her fortune which at that time 
was fix per cent, ſo that the had one hundred 
eighty pounds per annum, which any one 
may imagine, was ſufficient to maintain her, 
without breaking into the principle, and Mr. 
Thorne not approving of ſuch an unjuſt ac- 
count would have ſued for it, but tho' the 
had not had it, ſhe was not willing to go to 
law with her grandmother, it was therefore 
agreed that he ſhould have four hundred 
pounds, and rhe remaining eight hundred 
pounds was ſettied upon Mrs.Thorne and their 
iſſue, and for want of iſſue to the ſurvivors, 
ſo that ſhe never had any more of the three 
thouſand pounds her father left her, a very 
great fortune for a man to ſteal as they would 
imagine. The next ſtep they took to ruin 
him was ſo cruel that it is ſcarce to be be- 
liev'd a Turk or infidel could be guilty of, 
which was as follows, Mr. Thorze and his wite 
went to London, and he had given a bond to pay 
five hundred pounds in ſix months, for a joint 
annuity of one hundred pounds per annum, 
this bond became due, in a few days after 
which his ſervant was taken ill of the ſmall- 
pox, Mrs. Thorae was delivered of a daughter 
over night and the ſmall-pox appeared on her 
in the morning, very full and a bad fort, ſo 
that it was thought the could not get over it; 
the child and ſervant died, and before they 
was buried theſe barbarians perſuaded the 
erſon to whom the bond was due, to arreſt 
im, which being done he was carry'd to an 
officer's houſe and the next day the ſmall- pox 
_ appear'd out upon him; what a ſhocking 5 
| T1118 
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this muſt have been, de will leave the im- 
partial reader to judge; not withſtinding 
their ctuelty Mr. Thorne and his wife reco- 
ver'd, then they had 4 new invention, aich 
was to inliauate to Mrs. Thorze's grandmo— 
ther and brother that he had got her into 
Drury. Laue play-houle, and file wis turu'd 
actreſs, this was another of their hear ſays, 
as they pretended, tho” it mait be their own 
production, and was a mott inconititant ſto— 
ry; ſhe being as unfit for an actreſs as Mrs. 
Anſley or her daughter, and whoever lees 
them will be ſatisned they are not form'd for 
it. 

This pretention had ſuch an effect upon 
Mrs Thompſon, that the ſent her houſe-keeper 
to town to carry Mrs. Thorne away into the 
country, who finding this hear ſay to be 
falle, return'd, this ſtory however extraor- 
dinary it may ſeem, the houſekeeper can ſtill 
atteſt the truth of Mr Thyorae and his wife 
lived together in mutual love, motwith— 
it:nding all the efforts of cheie deſiguing peo- 
ple, Who (as poverty and diſtreſs ſeldom 
tails ot making diſterences) employ'd all 
their talents to bring them to it, but Mr. 
Thompſon who had all the love and regard tor 
his liter imaginable, tho tney prevented his 
converſing with her, was very kind in ſend- 
ing her preſents, Mr, Thompſon after being a 
ſtudent ieveral years was upon ſome ditter- 
ence between him and Dr. Bentley was ex- 
pell'd rhe college, ſoon aicer waich he grew 
extreamly melanchoily, and gave himſelf 
up to devotion, they had upon this change a 
hard task to prevent a fricudihip groving be- 

tWeen 
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tween Mr. Thompſon and Mr. Thorne, for he 
came to London on purpoſe to fee his ſiſter, 
and was with her and her husband a whole 
day, declaring there ſhould be no more ani- 
moſity, and at the ſame time made them a 
preſent of ſixty pounds, he parted from them 
with great love and affection, but when he 
return'd (whatever was ſaid or done is til} 
unknown) but he wrote a letter to his ſiſter 
which was very myſterious and tull of anger. 

When Mrs. Thorne's grandmother died the 
made a will and appointed Dr. 4n/ey executor 
and left Mrs. Thorne a legacy, but the Dr. 
would not let her know how much it was 
nor is it known to this day, forthe will does 
not diſcover what ſum it is, in the fame man- 
ner was ſhe ſerved in regard to what her bro- 
ther leit her; Mr. Thempſbn was taken ill ar 
Mr. Penberton's in Spring Gardens, London, and 
finding that there was no great likelihood of 
his recovery, thought once more of a recon- 
ciliation with his lifter and deſired Mr. 
(to fend for her) who was a conſtant atten- 
dant on him, and a moſt plats ble enemy 
of Mr. and Mrs. Thorne, having been all along 
an emiſſary of the Doctor's and his wile, bur 
that not ſuiting his inrereſt he pretended he 
did not know were the liv'd though after 
Mr. Thompſon's death he lent her a letter of 
it, which was as follows. 


Madain, 
17 Supe got are not ignorant of the death of your 
excellent vrother, 4 ſhould have tet you known 
it when it firſ# happen d had I known where lo 
have direfted to you, he has left you ten pounds 
for 


[ 11 } 


for mourning and the intereſt of the reſidual, to 
50% for lije, * afterwards to your chiid or child: eu, 
"what that will turn out, there is uo Rnowing at 
preſeat, he has appointed our brother and me 
rruftees for you, and the exccntorſ/ioip fails tothe 
lot of your 

Humble Servant, 


H 


8. 


This letter ſuſſiciently ſhews that he knew 
where ſhe was, or how could he have wrote 
to her then; but had he (as any honeſt man 
would have done) acquainted Mr. Thorne 
ot her brother 8 iUnels W 29 lay tick three or 
four weeks, and ſhe no further than tour or 
five and twenty miles from town, things 
might have been alter'd and inſtead of Mr. 

Thompſon's giving H g halt his perſo- 
nal citate, which he did, if his ſiſter died 
witnout inne he would probably have given 
it to his brother in law, but as it is the mo- 
ne y accordihng to ſeveral opinions belongs 
to him, lor it ſeems the law does not admit 
ot entailing perſonal eſtates, hAvever H—g 
has it in poſſeiſion, and never would let Mrs. 
Thorne know how much money it was, but 
ſtill would have the world think he is a very 
honett man. As toon as Mrs. Thorne's young= 
ett orother came to the eſtate he propos'd his 
liſter and Mr 7horae ſhould live with him, 
and order'd the manſion houſe at Trompingtoi 
to de fitted up . r thit purp fe, but the Dr. 
and his artiul wile hearing of his intention 
uied their utmoſt endeavours to prevent it, 
Which they effected by telling Mr homplon 
the old {tory about his brother's being threat- 


G2 ened 
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ened, and inſinuating that Mr. Thorne being 
his next heir he would certainly contrive to 
deliroy him, but if they had no more noti- 
on oi deſtruction than he, it is probable 
Mrs. Thorze and Harrict might ſtill be living, 
and in potleiſion ol Trompington inſtead of 


themſelves. This youngeſt brother of Mrs. 
Thorne's having drank very hard before the 
death of his brother, and continuing it, was 
at laſt very ill, Mrs. Zhorne went to Tromp- 
znzton to fee him and was moſt affectionate ly 
receiv'd, as appears by the following letter 
from Mits A-. 


STR, 
IM RS. Thorne deſired me to inform you that 
Le is very well, aud wertid have wrote to 
ou kerfelf, bai her brother who very glad to ſee 
her, has ent aged jo mich of her ite that ſte had 
it uot in he: pow'r to doit. Mr. Thumpton [ct 
out this morning fen the weſt, aud he nct being in 
very god health, my nanu and Mrs. Thorne 
thuiehi ut proper for thei to go part of twe way 
with 11:31, 10 lee kow travelling was like to agree 
wich lui, leaſt he jt ond | all ill cn the road, and 
they nor au of his principle friend ve near him, 
J tulitve they Will nicend him as jar as Oxtord, 
A: rs. Thorne world think it a {atis'ab7 in 70 re- 
we a leiter from tu at Fer return te Cambridge, 
1 ain, Sir, your Punble /ervant, 


M. A 


CC 


Thoſe who read this letter may find Mr. 
Thoinn/on's lite was then in danger, he had 
drauk fo hard that the Bath uus of very lite 
tie letvice ſo that he return'd by the way of 

London, 


161 
London, where he ſtay'd ſome time at Mr. 
H——2z's. It is harily to be credited t nat 
Mr. 2% mg un who had ſhe en ſo much love 
and affection for nis ſiſter at Tromp/ngton, and 
parted from her with ſuch tenderneis and re- 
gard could poſſibly be fetagainft her without 
the leaſt cauie, but fo it was, ſhe going to ſee 
him at Mr. H. 's, he told her never to 
come near him again, this fudden change 
greatly ſhock'd Mrs. Throne as the had given 
no cauſe tuch behaviour nor could the con- 
ceive what had been invented to occaſion it. 
Now there being only this dying brother 
between Mrs. Therme and his eſtate, which 
was ſettled in truſt upon heirs male and te- 
male, all their ſtudy was to ſeperite Mr. and 
Mrs. Thorne, which could no way be eitected 
but by getting him arreited and confined in 
goal, this they plotted to be done at Windſor 
by infinuating to Mr. Uſperwod who had ace 
cepted draughts upon Mr. Herring, that un- 
leſs he arreſted Mr. Thorne, he would looſe 
his money, but it he did that, he would be 
paid: Whether this man knew any thing of 
their further purpoſes, is uncertain; bur it is 
very ftrange 11 he did nor, that he thould 
wait tor Mr. Thorne's going to Wind/or, who 
might as eaſily have been arreited at London, 
ior he knew very well where he liv'd and 
had {ent ſeveral times to him bur that not 
being expedient he wus arreſted at Windſor, 
and carry'd to Reading priſon, where they 


kept him without money, we ſuppoſe with 
an intent that he might perith tor want, bur 
they had not their ends in that lor the go— 
vernor Mr. Wiſeman wiv is humane good-na- 

rured 
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tured man (a character that not one in a hun- 
dred in that ſtation has the leaſt pretext to) 
paid Mr. Thorne all the regard imaginable, 
and out of pure compaſſion to him (finding 
their ill intent) lent him money and gave 
him credit all the time he was with him. 
Mr. Zhorne meeting with this civility, ſent 
a letter to Mrs. Thorxe by Mr. Wiſeman to 
acquaint her with it, and deſired her to come 
and be with him chere, and had tor anſwer. 


My dear, 

Z was a great ſatisfatFion to ſee Mr. Wiſeman 

for I was then convinced you was happy under 

a worthy governor, I told him I expected money 
in a very ſhort time, and aſſured him as ſoon as I 
receiv d it, I would ſend it to clear your account, 
and that fe might depend upon my diſcharging all 
ovligations cunferr d on you with the utmoſt grati- 
tude. My dear, as to iy coming to you it is not 
at all convenient to my intere/t for Mr. H 
ent me word it was impaſible my vrother could 
live and that he expected to hear of his death eve- 
ry day, if he ſhould alter his mind and dire to 
fee me you muſt be 45 ble of the diſaduantaze it 
world be to as my being further off than a day s 
Journey, Jain, 

Yours to cimmaud, 


Mary Thorne. 


This letter ſnews Mrs Zherne was perſect- 
ty well and that her brother was dying, but 
inſtead of that, the next news 1 Mr. Thorne 
hear'd, was his cl ild was dead, and his wite's 
lite in danger, tho' they were both in perie&t 
health when Mr. Wiſeman ſaw them which 

Was 
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was not a week before. The child's death was 
very odd and ſudden, for the ſent for it un- 
der pretence ef ſeeing it, and it was brought 
home ſeemingly well, and was put to bed at 
ten, but by four o'Clock in the morning it 
was dead; it is true we cannot atlure our- 
{elves a moments exiſtance, but mult obſerve 
ſome circumſtances that I believe the World 
will allow a ſufficient cauſe to ground a ſuſpi- 
cion on, and that was the childs being teat 
for that very day it died, and afterwards u 
on the tryal between Dr. Auſtey and Douſiug, 
the Dr. procured a witneſs to {wear (tho? it 
could anſwer no manner of end in his cauſeJ 
that Mr. Thompſon told him that he was told 
his liſter was drunk with Giz and overlaid 
the child, now who could invent this incon= 
ſiſtent ſtory, bur themſelves, or who bur Mr. 
Thompſez could have been impoſed upon, to 
believe ir, for granting the was in tnat un- 
happy ftate it wasquirte impoſſible ro overla 
a child that was ftrong and healthful and al- 
molt three years od. Another ſurpriſing cir- 
cnimſtance was, Mrs. Zhorne's maid attending 
the funeral of che child at Trompington, Mrs. 
Auſtey asked her about her miſtreis and bid 
her not be concern'd 1t the thould die, tor the 
would provide tor her much better than her 
miſtreſs could, Not long atter Mrs. Thorne 
died for want of proper care, tor till about 
three days betore her death ſhe had no nurſe 
only this maid, who intirely neglected her 
being puit'd up wich the promiſes of Mrs. 
Auſtey which the often boaſted ot, Mr. Thorne 
us'd all the means With Mr. Herring and Mrs. 
Thorne's relations poſſible to let him have 
money 


— — 


. 
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money that he might go to ſee her, but he 


found them cruel and hard hearted, and de- 
termined he thould never fee her more: He 
then wrote to Mr. Herring to deſire he would 
ſee proper care was taken of her, urging as 
he was truſtee and heir to her in part of Por- 
ter Thompſon's perſonal eſtate it care was not 
taken of her and the thould do otherwiſe than 
well, that he would be reflected upon, but 
this he did not regard in the leaſt, for ſhe 
was mov'd into hand alley under pretence of 
being carried into the air, but it is more 
likely it was to prevent Mr. Thorne's ſending 
to her; they would tain have had her under 
the care ot Dr. Hunro, and we can't help 
thinking with an intent (if the had ſurviv'd 
her brother) to declare her mad, by that 
means to get poſleſſion ot rhe eſtate ; the rea- 
ſon for this ſuggeſtion is from a letter ſent by 
Dr. Auſiey to Mr. Thorne, in which reflecting 
upon Mrs. Zhorne he calls her a half craz'd 
woman, but the prevented that ſcheme, and 
as ſhe had always a great opinion ot Dr. 
Sandy's judgment, ſent to him who was fo 
good as to viſit her tho* they would not pay 
him, becauſe the reſus'd ro have him they 
thought molt proper tor their purpoſes: Mr. 
Thorne ſent ſeveral meſſengers from Reading 
to ſee Mrs. Thorne butthey gave him no hopes 
at their return and they all ſaid ſhe had not 
proper care taken of her, and tho' the had a 
Phy ſician to attend her whole skill no one can 
diſapprove of in every reſpect the was neglect- 
ed and her maid ſupply'd the place ot a nurſe 
whole inſtructions at Zrompingion, we have all 
the reaſon to believe were fatal to poor Mrs. 

Thorne 


(1) 

Morne, and we appeal to the world if it is not 
as criminal ro ſeperate a man and his wiſe, 
and occaſion her death by negle& and ill 
treatment, as to ſtranyle her, or uſe any o- 
ther violear means. | 

Mrs. Thorne in her laſt hours beclar'd her 
heart was broke; and how thould it be other- 
wiſe after fo many ſhocking ſcenes, as the 
confinement o. her husband for whom the 
had the greateſt regard; the ſudden death 
of her child on whom the had plac'd her at- 
fections, and their vile reproaches that ſhe 
was the occalion of it: Theſe added ro their 
cruelty in perſiſting notwithſtanding all ner 
entreaties and fupplications, that ſhe thoutd 
not fee Mr. Thirne, was enough to kill her if 
nothing elſe had been done. We can't help 
raking notice of their neglect of her in ec e- 
ry reſpect, tor no manner ot care was taken 
ot her future ſtate, the not having the facra- 
ment adminiſter'd to her, neither was the 
once pray'd by or tor, (tao* Miſs Auſtey ſays 
lhe was with her every diy) and they ler 
her go out of the world as it ſhe had bcen 
in a barbarous country, where there is no 
religion or chriſtianity, Mr. Herring in a 
letter ro Mr. Thorne acquainted him ot Mrs. 
Therne's death, and told him her brother 
would be at the expence of burying her in 
a very handſome manner at Trompington which 
was done, but did not at all agree with their 
neglect of her when living, or Mr. Thorne's 
confinement, neither was it any manner of 
comtort to him, fo could be only out of vain 
glory to themſelves. 


D Mr. 


U * 


ith pleaſure by 
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Mr Thorne receiv'd another letter of Mrs. 
Thorne's death as follows. 


SIX, 
15 Suppoſe yon received by the Iaft poſt at leaf 

ſomething preparatory to it, the melanck O0/Y HEWS 
of Mrs. Thorne's death, which happened about 
twelve the third inſt aut. ou having cut of all 
communication between tus you would not have 
been troubled with this letter, were it not out of 
obedience to Mrs. Thorne's commands (to wheſe 
memory I ſhall ever pay a moſtereligious re pet) 
that as ſoon as it juould be convenient 10 let Vi 
know of her death, I would acquaint you of ter 
requeft to her brother on your behaif, which is to 
this purport, that jhe being 2 le of her appreach- 
ing end, made it her 25 dying requeſt, that her 
brother would leave you the legacy left her by her 
grandmother, that te would be reconciled to jor, 
and that whatever live he had for her while lia ung, 
or would pay to her memory when dead, fur defti”'s 
might be lhewn in kiadneſs to be conferred upon 3 


the inſirument was drawn up in pretty ana luv 
ing words by Mis Anitey and Mrs. Thorne 


Her 'd it and it was witneſs y Dr. Sandys and 


was put into Miſs Anſtey's hands to be delivered 
to Mr. Thompſon. Sir, if you have any buſts 
in town or elſewhere your orders will be received 


Your moſt obedient 
Humble Servant, 
J. Clarke. 


1 Sir, T cannot help ſending you the follow 
ing being with Mrs. Thorne laſt Sunday after- 


wcou ſhe asR'd if 1 could remember ſous Verſes 
5 <hich 
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#vhich ſpe (aid I muſt have heard you repeat I did 
nt at firſt underſtand what lines ſhe meant it at 
laſt repeating theſs from the patient to the doctor. 
Pve that within will baffle all your art, 
Sure means to make the ſoul aud body part; 
A burning lever and a broken heart. 


Che liſted up her hands; ſaid that is what I 
meant that's my caſe, 


This requeſt of Mrs. Thorne to her brother 
plainly thews the great love ſhe had for her 
Husband, who has been credibly intorm'd it 
was never given to Mr. Thompſon, and the 
reaton w hich induces us to think ſo, is that 
Mr. Thomp/oa never took any notice about it, 
which if he had ſcen, one would think he 
could not poitibly have help'd. Now poor 
Mrs Thorn and Harriet being out of their 
way, they thoughit « ould anſwer no turther 
end to ke ο Mr. Thorne longer inconftnement, 
ſo Mr H-——g tent 4 meſſenger to him to cell 
him if he would give him a letter of attor- 
ney, he would remit him money to extricate 
him trom his confinement, and uſe his inte- 
reſt wich Mr T-ompſon 1a his favour, this Mr. 
Thorne complied wich as ſoon as Mr. Thorne 
was Utichnr: '4 and could conientently, he 
went to Temping ton to lee Mr Thomp/ca who 
was gone ro vir Quer/fow's at Saffrou-W alden, 
where as oon as Mr. Z-07ne got ne ound Mr. 
Thomp/on quit dead, and Dr Anſtey and his 
wife (his conſtant attendance and principle 
friends as they are cal:''d) with him; he had 
made a vill but took no notice of Mr. 2e 
in it, he gave all his real and perlona] citare 

D 2 (except 
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(except ſame legacies) to Mr. Doug, the 
Dr. and his arttal wiie expreſs d great con- 
cern to Mr. Thorne that his brother had ta- 
ken no notice ot him in his will, but aftur'd 
Him, as they intended conteſting it with Mr. 
Dee ng it they fucceeded they would make 
a genteel proviſion for him for lite; Mr. 
Dow/ing made him the ſame promiſes, both 
which Mr. Thorne relied upon. 

'The contending parties having made ſuch 
friendly promiſes, and the law ſuit being 
Iikely to continue yndetermin'd ſome time, 
Mr. Thorne's friends advited him (as he want— 
ed an immediate ſupport) to apply to the diſ- 
putants to ſettle an annuity on him agreeable 
to their promiſes, w hich 11 they had joyntly 
agreed ro would have been good, tho' the 
eſtate was litigated; Mr. Dowgag would 
have agreed toit, as appears by the letter 
Which is. | | | 


SIX, 

17 OD the Docfor's concurrence it is 

not in iny pcu er to do any thing more for you 
than what I have already done, by giving you ſuch 
aſſurrances of my friendtop (if furtune ſiniles up- 
04 me) as | tope you will have no reaſcu to doubt, 
4 wijh could make you more ea;y by certifying in 
what maurer 1 would ſerve you, but as long as 
the ſunt is depending I cannat do that for many 
reaſons and leg you uculd excuſe me, all you have 
70 440 1s tO endeavour te prevail upon the Dr. 10 be 


gour friend you need nut ear but I will join with 


? 


£11 in aily thing reaſonable, 


J. Dowling. 
The 
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The Dr. was likewiſe apply'd to, but he 
refus'd, alledging that his conſenting with 
Mr. Dow/ing would ſtrengthen his claim; Mr. 
Thorne was by this prevarication at the great- 
eſt ſtand, for having ſpent his own fortune in 
the ſupport of his wite and family which was 
large, they having had eight children and 
being denied this promis'd ſubſiſtance, he was 
reduc'd to the greateſt diſtreſs imaginable ; 
his friends theretore adviſed him to publiſh 
his caſe, which the Dr. hearing of allow'd 
him ſeven ſhillings pr. week; ſome time af- 
ter the Dr. and Mr. Dow/ng compromiſed 
matters, Which Mr. Zhorne hearing of, intend- 


ed applying to him at Trompington to make 


good his promiſe, and received the following 
Cautionary letter. 


S I R, | 

FJAPPENING to be in company with Dr. 

Anſtey your de/ign of going to Trompington 
was mentioned on which he declared with great 
vehemence that if you went to him he would never 
allow a farthing more as long as he liv'd and that 
he would not enter into any talk with you by letter 
or otherwiſe nor will he ever allow you any more 
than he does and I verily believe he will not, take 
this friendly intimation aud let it prevent your 


TR14. | 
Tours, N. N. 


This letter tho? it is ſign'd, IV. NM. ſeems 
by the arttulneſs of it to be wrote by Mits 
Auſte). However Mr. Therne did not think 
it worth his while to go to rompington, pur- 
poſing to Aniſh his cate, The Doctor had 

nor 
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not much enjoyment of this ill begotten 
eſtate for he ſoon died, and notwithſtanding 
ſhe is in poſſeſſion of it, which ſhe could 
have no manner of pretenſion to but by the 
moſt vile and inhuman means imaginable, 
cannot have any real Happineſs in it, for 
guilt like hers cannot be ſmothered, and 
any one who will but obſerve heb counte- 
nance, may plainly fee horror and diſquiet 
ſeared on her brow, and the more ſhe en- 
deavours to conceal it; by affected laughs and 
ſmiles, the more it is diſcernable. As ſoon as 
the Dr. was dead, this NV. N. alas M. A. 
acquainted Mr. Thorne, if he would drop his 
pretended cafe as ſhe call'd it, that ſhe would 
altow him ſixteen pounds per Az. but it would 
be during pleaſure, this the appointed ro he 

id by a worthleſs fellow a linnen draper 

y Smith/hield bars, who has neither honour, 
honeſty or good manners, upon which Mr. 
Thorne wrote her a letter verbatim as follows, 
and one much the ſame to Mr. Herring. 


Madam, | 
Don't doubt but you as well as Mr. 
Herring and Dowfing have heard of my 
intention to publiſh my unhappy caſe, which 
I would by no means do, was I not com- 
pelled to it, by the moſt cruel uſage that 
ever poor man was treated with, tor after 
being arreſted and confin'd in goal, while 
my wife and child where both deſtroy'd, I 
ſay deftroy'd ; becauſe I have all the reaſon 
in the world (except abſolute proof) to 
think they were both murther'd, and ſome 
ſuch 


. 
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ſuch proof as 1 make no doubt but will in- 
duce the World to think as 1 do, by Which 
deitruction 1 loſt Trompington eſtate, the an- 
nuity that was left Mrs. Thorne by her grand- 
mother and brother, I was likewiſe de- 
riv'd of, and the money that was ſettled il- 
legally, (tor I was in confinement and Mrs. 
Thorne under age) went to pay debts. Thus 
from being potlets'd of an aunuity ſufficient 
to maintain any family genteely, from a 
right and expectation of an eſtate of fifteen 
hundred pounds per Az. (which nothing but 
the deſtruction ot my wife and child would 
have pre\cnted me of) was I reduc'd to po- 
vert, and want, I was indeed promis'd by 
Dr. An/tey and yourlelt, a necetlary ſupp rt 
on caſe of ſucceis, but when the Dr. was in 
quiet pofleſhon, he knew no reaſon why he 
ſnould make me any tertlemenr, or allow me 
any ſubliftance, he had forgot all his pro- 
m1les, CT taut I had any right ro the eſtate; 
and [ {uppole thought 1 had forgot by What 
means | w:s depriv'd of it, but that you 
{ſhould not think ſo, PI tell you what ſteps 
he and you fir rok to make a variance be- 
tween Horte, Tump on and nis ſiſter, and what 
ſchemes were laid to deprive us of the eſtate 
in his lite tima, and at his deceaſe the pains 
yon took to ſeperate Mrs. Thorne and her bro- 
ther Femm. Firſt, as ſoon as we were mar— 
ried report was made the had married an 
I-1h-men, a Reman Catholick, and a beggar ; 
her brother was incenſed gainſt us, and ma- 
ny talliry's rais'd to keep him from a recon- 
eiliation; one remarkable one I'll mention, 
it was 1 believe your own production, = 
that 
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that was, you heard (for it was all hear ſay 
that was invented) that 1 had prevail'd upon 
Mrs. Thorne to turn actreſs, and had got her 
a place in Drum -Lane Play-Houſe; you know 
in what confuſion this fruittul invention put 
her grandmother and brother, they con- 
cluded to ſeperate us and take her home to 
Cambridge, and for that purpoſe ſent Mrs. 
Kilby to London, who to her .* ſurprize, 
found all this hear tay to be falſe, ſo return- 
ed. The next invention was that we had 
ruin'd Femmy by perſuading him to leave 
Herring, which we knew nothing of, and 
many more which you'll remember, and for 
which I refer you to my Caſe. Thus having 
incenced Mr. Thompſon againſt his ſiſter and 
me, the next thing you contriv'd was to per- 
ſuade him to cur off the entail, and ſettle the 
eſtate in ſuch a manner that in caſe ot death 
it might not fall into my hands; this Fomes 
Thompſon told me, and gave it as a reaſon tor 

giving his eſtate from you. | 
You never ſaw or ſent to Mrs. Thorne in her 
brother Porter's life time, but when James 
Thompſon had the eſtate who was dying you 
Was eg fond of her, nay, the Dr. 
and you were ſo exceſſive kind as to come 
to town to ſee her, having heard ſhe was ill, 
tho* thank God ſhe was well enough at thar 
time to pay a viſit to her brother at Tromp- 
ington, Was vaſtly fond of her, you and the 
Dr. being our of the way from perſuading 
him to the contrary ; and the Dr. was very 
angry at her going down when he was ab- 
ſenr, as he ſince inform'd me by a reflecting 
letter. I had like to have forgot that Mr. 
| Thompſon 
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gave you ten guineas to bear your expences 
ro town: All theſe things you know to be 
matters of fact, and I ſhall inſert nothing that 
will bear the leaſt contradiction, tho' I have 
a great many more that are ſhocking to re- 
late. There are two things more I cannot 
help mentioning ; it you knew nothing of 
the deſtruction of my Family or the death 
of Harriot, pray how came it to be {worn 
by Mr. Over/tow at your tryal with Dow/ing 
that Mrs Thorne was drunk with gin and 0- 
verlaid Harriot, ſuppoſing it tact, could you 
be the better tor it's being prov'd at your 
tryal; no, What then could it be done for, 
it ſeems to me that the death of Harrix was 
perpetrated, that this was ſworn in court 
that it might be believ'd that ite came to her 
end that way, and that her being deſtroy'd 
ſhould not be ſuſpected. 

When Mrs. Zhorne's maid came down to 
Trompington to Harriot's burial, what end could 
you have in telling her not to be concerned 
about her Miſtreſs ; for if the ſhould die, you 
would provide tor her better than it was in 
her miſtreſs's power todo: This is fact which 
I can prove by an affidavit. I have nothing 
more to trouble you with, but to acquaint 
you that pars of Mrs. Th02's fortune is {till 
unpaid, and that you muit know as all Mrs. 
Thompſon's buſineſs was tranſacted by Dr. Au- 
ſtey; Nr. Thin your brother leit his fon 
James and Airs. 7:cyne all his perſonal eſtate, 
and Mrs. Thorne's mare according to the ac- 
count ſtated, amornred to upwards of 3000 /. 
which you know, One thouſand pound was 
given to Mr. Po/cy, bur that Was illegally 


— paid 
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paid, and I had no more than 12007. ſo that 
there remains ſtill unpaid upwards of 8007, 
this you can't deny, and is it not very hard 
I ſhould be kept out of it, and ſuffer'd to 
want; can any one think after all this ill u- 
ſage I'll ftarve in ſilence. I don't want to 
expoſe any one, nor bring upon the carpet 
theſe ſcenes of darkneſs, but had rather they 
ſhould be buried in oblivion, and leave thoſe 
in filence to repent who are guilty, could I 
but have Juſtice done me; but as my caſe is 
ready for the preſs, unleſs I can have ſome ſa- 
tisfactory anſwer, ſhall advertiſe it the latter 
end of this month, after which, nothing 
ſhall prevent its being publiſh'd. | 


Mrs. Anftey was ſo prodigiouſly exaſperated 
at this letter that ſhe contriv'd to get Mr. 
Fhorne arreſted once more, and he was con- 
fined in newgate, where he was kept tor 
near half a year, without any money or bed 
ro lie on. But providence at laſt rais'd him 
a friend and he gor diſcharged, as ſoon as 
he could conveniently went to Cambridge 
with an intent to raiſe a few ſubſcriptions and 

ubliſh his caſe immediately, bur ſome friends 
of his adviſed him firſt ro apply once more 
to Mrs. Anftey, who they imagin'd (know- 
ing the affair) could nor refuſe ro make him 
eaſy; accordingly Mr. Thorne went to Tromp- 
ingten, and after tome conſultation, was ad- 
mitted into the preſence of Mrs. Anſtey and 
her daughter, who inſtead of being inclin'd 
to do him juſtice, for the moſt unparallel'd 
Infuries,. behav'd with the greateſt inſolence 
b maginable, upon which he lett them, bur 

ſoon 
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ſoon after Miſs Anſtey ſent her footman to him 
with the following deſigning and falſe letter. 


Mr. Thorne, 

M Y mother would neither open, nor read your 
letter, having before receiv'd one from you ſo 
full of abuſe and 170 o; as toyour printing your 
pretended caſe, I know it is a matter to her of great 
indifference, but an object of diſtreſs is not fo, and 
as you are taken into that unhappy ſituation, Im 
ſure as ſuch ſhe would be inclin'd to pity andrelieve 
you; but before you can be upon equal terms with 
any other diſtreſs d perſon, it ſeems neceſſary for 
gou to expreſs a juſt concern both for the ingrati- 
rude you have ſhews to my fathers memory, and 
for her kindneſs. That you acknowledge under 
gour hand, what Mrs Thorne frequently ſaid 
(and in my hearing on her death bed) that my 
father had been one of her beſt friends; that you 
likewiſe own your obligations to him ſince the death 
of your wife, which you now ſo ungratefully deny; 
that he gave you ſince her death, twenty pounds a 
gear, and that my mother did on her own part, 

in leſs than a year from the death of my father 
give you 161. and ſhew*d no figns of ber falling off 
from that kindneſs, fe gave her the utmoſ# 


provocation, for even before the time arrived for 
the note of twelve pound, which ſbe gave you, 25 
become due, 2 receiv d from you the moſt ſcanda 
bous letter that ever was pen'd; wherein you wick” 
edly inſinuate the murt her of your wife and childs 
which you throw at random upon my father, my 
mos her, Mr. Herring, and mm This ſcan- 
dal cannot poſſibly tick upon any of us, and is in» 
deed ſo much to be diſpiſed a ſcarce to be worth men- 
tioning; and indeed that letter was dated from © 
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tavern, and had many other expreſſions in it, un- 
like a perſon in his ſober ſenſes ; it is thereſore, the 
more eaſily to be forgiven, if you have ſaid nothing 


ince, in confirmation of ſuch abſurdity ; and if in 
your ſtory at Cambridge you have nut endeavour'd 


as in your letter, to caſt reflefFioas upon the me- 
mory of my father, who to my knowledge was ſo 
extreamly kind both to your ſelf and Mrs. Thorne. 
If you have done this, we can none of us conſider 


you as the husband of one who was our relation, 
for the reſpect due to the memory of Mrs. Thorne, 


muſt yeild ts the greater veneration we owe to that 


of my father. Jou cannot therefore I think in this 
ſituation expect any promiſe from my mother, of a 


certain allowance yearly, but for ſome preſent Kind- 
neſs, I will undertake to ſolicit her for ou, and 


Fall likewiſe make you a preſent my ſelf, in ccnſi- 


deration of your poverty, and as a mark of my 
charitable forgiveneſs, in caſe you think proper 
to frien what I ſhall write underacath and return 
this paper to, | 

M. Anſtey. 


I acknowledge that Dr. Anſtey behaved not eu- 
ly as an honeſt man to mſelß, aud Mrs. Thorne 
but as a kind and penerous friend to us bah. 

witneſs my hand. 


As ſoon as Mr. Thorne had perus'd this let- 
ter, he-order'd the ſervant to go back and tell 


them, tho' he was in the greateſt want, he 


would not ſign it if they would give him ten 
thouſand pound. and it is very well he did 
nor, for it is plain they wanted to make a hand 


of his extream poverty, to his total ruin; and 
it he had ſign'd this recantation they cer- 


tainly 
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tainly would have advertis'd it, and then the 
world muſt have looked upon him as a vile 
impoſter and them as innocent and falſly ac- 
cuſed, but now we hope they will be con- 
vinced to the contrary, and induced to con- 
ſider ſand relieve this unhappy gentleman, 
who has been thus cruelly treated, and has 
nothing left to ſubſiſt on, but the tavours of 
the nobility, to whoſe impartial judgment 
we ſubmit tl. is true aud melancholly Caſe. 
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